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Gotham Scouts in need 
Can You Help?
The lease for the Scout hut ends this 
year and we have been given the 
opportunity to purchase the hut. If we 
donÕt i t w i l l be so ld o ff for 
development  and the Scout Group will need to find a new 
base.
We have considered moving to other locations in the 
village but  this is impractical due to the GroupÕs need to 
store a significant amount of equipment. Not high value 
stuff but bulky equipment that  we couldnÕt consider 
asking anyone else to store for us.
The Scout hut and grounds are in constant  use throughout 
the year by the weekly troop meetings (Beavers, Cubs, 
Scouts and Explorers), whether practicing for their 
pantomime, returning from late night  hikes, cooking on 
open fires or assembling for group activities such as carol 
singing. 

Last year 1st Gotham Scouts celebrated 50 years of 
Scouting in Gotham and they have been based at  the 
Scout hut off Malt Street for the past  32 years. Gotham 
Scout group is a thriving movement with 67 current 
members, both boys and girls, ranging from 6 to 16 years 
of age.
The ethos for the group is to ensure all members have an 
enjoyable social activity each week.  In addition to this 
the group is involved in many events which enhance 
general village life such as the barn dance during the 
summer, rubbish collection in October, the Bonfire & 
Fireworks display, carol singing and -the highlight  for 
many - the Scout Pantomime.

W e n e e d t o r a i s e £ 6 0 , 0 0 0
This is a good price given the general cost  of building 
plots today. We have approached the Scout  Association 
and several Grant Fund providers for funding, but  we 
need your help.

We need your help, and we need it now!
Were you once a Scout yourself and can you remember 
what a wonderful experience it  was and what 
opportunities it gave you?

¥ Do you know anyone in the Scout groups and see what 
a positive experience it is providing for them?

¥ Do you have any skills that we may need to complete 
the purchase of the Scout hut, which you could offer?

¥ Can you, your business or your employer provide us 
with any financial assistance?

£60,000 is a considerable sum to raise and we need to 
raise it quickly.
If you can offer any help please contact  us on one of the 
following numbers:
Jason Billin Ð Group Scout Leader 07779 969674 or 
01509 820740
Phil Howick Ð Chairman of the Scout Executive 
Committee 07773 500186 or 0115 983 0627
Sarah Bell Ð Scout Leader 07976 471801 or 0115 983 
0858
Helen Lomas Ð Secretary to the Scout 
Executive Committee 0115 983 1017

Trevor signs off as Chairman.
See page 2 What is Ashley Smiling 

about?
And whose hand is this?

Gotham Parish Council
Currently have a vacancy for a parish councillor. We 
meet the first  Tuesday in every month and we are 
looking for people who care about  the community 
they live in and want  to do something constructive for 
our village. We would really welcome applications 
from younger members of our village to come 
forward. We cover various issues from the 
environment  and speeding to planning and building. 
You may wish to just sit in as a member of public at 
first  to get  a better insight into the work that  we do. 
Please contact  our Clerk Judy Raven on Tel: 9830863, 
write to her at 33 Leake Road, Gotham NG11 0HW 

or email gothamclerk@yahoo.co.uk

Bertram Whitmore  who lives on The 
Rushes celebrated his 100th Birthday 
on 3rd May. For many years he was 
with South Notts bus company & 
finished up as Managing Director. He has 
lived in the village for many years & I am sure 
we would all like to wish him a very Happy 100th Birthday

ut



Well this is my final report  for the Gotham News as Chair of the Parish Council. So, what to say - I was told that  should  
I take the chair it  would be for a couple of quiet years while some of the younger councillors got  their feet under the 
table - well was that  wrong - but firstly I would like to thank all of you who turned out for the public meeting at  the 
Memorial Hall. It has not  been the easiest of jobs to try to explain to you all the differences between all the plans/
consultations that are ongoing about  the land  near Clifton. John Anderson did a remarkable job at the public meeting but 
still many of you are not sure. Anyway the 12th April has come and gone and Rushcliffe Borough Council are now 
logging and considering all the replies they have had to their consultation, which was not  in my opinion not very well 
done or well organised especially as the leader of the Council, Neil Clarke, promised it  was going to be the best  thing 
since sliced bread. All we can do now is to wait  for the Borough to start  making available the information that they have 
gathered and see what happens next. The Parish CouncilÕs response can be found on the website 
www.gothamvillage.org.uk. 

Hopefully changes to my business life will now allow me more time to be involved in Parish and Borough affairs and I 
am hoping to be based in Gotham a lot more than of late.
 
I would like to thank all the members of the Parish Council for their help and support, the Trustees of the Memorial Hall 
for providing a fine and fitting room for the Council to meet in and the Clerk for her work and support  over the last two 
years. I would also like to thank Gary Trickett my Vice Chair for his help and wish him well for his term as Chair.

Trevor Vennett-Smith April 2010

ChairmanÕs Report
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Cllr. Rebecca Muir    Advertising/Publishing 9830405
Cllr. Elaine Padden    Asst. Editor 9830049
Cllr. Debbie Bexon    Asst. Editor 9748216
If you would like to advertise or contribute to the next Gotham 
News please supply copy by 20 August 2010
Email: gn@colbeckphotography.com
Judy Raven Clerk to the GPC Tel: 0115 9830 863
Printed by Adlard, Ruddington. Tel: 0115 9214 863

The cemetery
has undergone a change in that an area in the centre has now 

been 
cleared for 
reuse.  As 
you can 
see some 
local 
workmen 
have done 
a great job! 

The Coffee Shop
is open every Friday 
10-12.30 in the 
Weldon Room. It is 
a great success and 
making a profit to 
assist the running of 
the hall.

LITTER CAMPAIGN
I have recently been contacted by Bill Bryson of the Campaign 
to Protect Rural England to ask if I would consider becoming 
Litter Warden for Gotham. This is a new initiative by the 
C.P.R.E. where they supply litter collecting equipment. The aim 
is to recruit other interested parties to help keep the countryside 
clean and tidy. I have gladly taken up the challenge and hope 
more parishioners will help me to tidy up the appalling amount 
of sweet wrappers, bottles etc., that careless, thoughtless people 
drop. Our beautiful countryside lanes are a disgrace with an 
item of litter every step of the way. Most of this debris finds its 
way into the ditches and dykes and gets covered by the next 
years growth of plants. It causes a great danger for wildlife and 
will remain intact for thousands of years. I really despair at 
people who cannot or will not take their litter home or put it into 
one of the many bins provided.
Anyone who is interested in helping to clear Gotham of litter 
can collect a litter picker from my house. 
Judy Raven.Clerk to the Parish Council Telephone - 
9830863.



GOTHAM 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 

WATCH

CRIME FIGURES

JANUARY 2010
27th damage to NEW door at 
Memorial Hall
FEBRUARY 2010
15th distraction burglary on 
Wodehouse Ave. Offenders acting 
as bogus water board officials.
16th lead flashing stolen from a 
property on Nottingham Road.
22nd Shooting on Nottingham 
Road.
MARCH 2010
5th Tractor stolen from Moor 
Lane.
6th Rear windscreen damaged to 
car parked on Nottingham Road.
8th Theft of number plates from 
vehicle parked on Hill Road.
10th Distraction burglary on 
Naylor Ave. Two males purporting 
to be Police Officers entered the 
property and stole items.
APRIL 2010
3 Shed break ins, 2 on Leake Rd 
the other on Nottingham Rd.
15th Criminal damage to trees at 
the Memorial Hall Rec. ground. 
The Neighbourhood Policing 
Team is located at East Leake 
Police Station. To contact PC 
1530 Kelly Warwick either 
e-mail 
Kelly.warwick@nottinghamshire
.pnn.police.uk
Mobile number 07725925330 or 
phone 03003009999 ext.8546371 for 
East Leake Police Station or the 
control room where a message can 
be left.

Community Speed Watch
GothamÕs enthusiastic Community Speed Watch voluntary group continues to 
monitor the speed of vehicles traveling through our village.  In April this year we 
completed eight sessions.
The details of 164 offenders exceeding 35 mph 
were logged. This information has been passed 
on to the police who will send out letters to the 
registered keepers. These offenders exceeded the 
30 mph speed limit, traveling up to 56 mph just 
while we were visibly monitoring.

The sessions usually last for 1 to 1.5  hours, 2 
hours maximum, every five weeks.  If you 
believe 56 mph is too fast, or a speeding motorist every four minutes is unacceptable 
and are prepared to spare an hour or two to join us to get the message through: `Our 
village is a 30 mph zone`, please contact Julie Clark 9748845.                  Geoff Clark

BLOWING THE WHISTLE ON VIOLENCE IN THE 
HOME

In a few weeks time, the 2010 Football World Cup will kick 
off.
ÒKick offÓ is an apt description because the Police and 
domestic violence agencies see a surge of reports about 
domestic violence at  this time (Rushcliffe is no exception to 
this).  

Hopefully, England will do very well, it would be brilliant if we 
won, but whatever the outcome on the sporting side, the increases we see in 
domestic violence occurring in homes is one aspect of this major sporting event  that 
is not good.

Loss of tempers because England do not  play well, amount of alcohol consumed 
while watching a game, or even raised emotions when we do well, are never 
excuses to hurt and cause distress to our partners and children.

THERE IS NO EXCUSE FOR DOMESTIC ABUSE
If you need help (at  any time), please contact the following numbers for advice and 
support:

For women - local 24 hour freephone helpline on
0808 800 0340.

Men can contact the specialist MenÕs Advice Line:  
0808 801 0327

Children Ð contact ChildLine Ð 0800 1111

If you are in danger, please contact the Police on 999.

There is a range of services available in Rushcliffe to 
help survivors of abuse and you can get further 
information on outreach services, rural drop-ins, the 
Freedom Programme etc, by contacting the Rushcliffe Council Domestic Abuse 
Worker (0777 1690 411) or via the South Notts Community Safety Partnership 
Website:  www.sncsp.gov.uk

YOU DONÕT HAVE TO LIVE IN FEAR.
Information provided by Rushcliffe Council Community Safety Team



A Message from The Memorial Hall Trustees

The newly refurbished Memorial Hall continues to attract users. We now have classes for Line Dancing, Salsa, Ballroom, 
Pilates, Keep-fit and Kung Fu as well as the regular Play Group, Luncheon Club/Wednesday Club and Library. Badminton 
classes start on the 23rd of April. The Friday morning Coffee Shop continues to attract custom. Why not pop in and catch up 
with neighbours and friends?                                                                                                                                                                 
The facilities are there for your use. Do you have a party, celebration in the offing? Are you a member of a club which could 
use the hall facilities? Why not check out what we can offer, look in the noticeboard or contact our booking secretary on 
0115 9831533 or visit our website at www.gothammemorialhall.com

On the positive side the trustees work hard to provide a pleasant, attractive, viable facility for the village. Trustees are often 
to be seen at work painting, weeding, mowing, repairing etc. All the trustees are local people who care. The Memorial Hall 
and Recreation Ground is not paid for, or maintained, by the Borough Council, but is run by unpaid volunteers.

On the negative side there are still people who choose to actively work against the efforts of the trustees. There are odious 
people who allow their dogs to defecate on the car parks, paths and playing areas and fail to clear it up. Others find it 
amusing to allow their dogs to urinate around the main entrance; stinking the place out.  Dog fouling is not compatible with 
sport and childrenÕs play. Dogs are not welcome on the Recreation Ground. Take them elsewhere. There are miles of 
footpaths around the village as alternatives.   

There is one particular brainless individual who seems to think itÕs funny to trample through the flower bed in front of the 
hall, and others who damage the structure of the building and throw mud at its walls. Recently we have suffered some 
criminal damage with the use of a sharp knife to slash the Astro Turf cricket training areas, the notices on the pavilions and 
to strip the bark from the trunks of trees planted to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the end of WWII.   

These people can rest assured that, when caught, I will not flinch from seeking prosecution to the fullest sanction of the law. 
I have no qualms about giving evidence in court and I will name and shame them where I can.

Damaged Trees

Mud Splattered Walls

Andrew Vickers Chairman of Trustees

Memorial Hall Weekly Diary

Monday:      11am Pilates
Tuesday:     7.30pm Ballroom & Latin
  !         8.30pm Salsa
Wednesday:  12 noon Luncheon Club
!         1.30pm Wednesday Club
                      7pm Line Dancing
Thursday:   7pm Kung Fu
Friday:          10am - 12.30pm Coffee Shop
!         7pm Badminton
!        

Details on the Memorial Hall website

www.gothammemorialhall.com

Please support these events.

Dog Poo Bags

Jane Sampson has 
contacted Rushcliffe 
BC with regard to the 
dog mess in the village. 
They have given Jane a 
supply of dog poo bags 
for her shop and you 
can now collect them 
free from the Gotham 
News Shop.



Local fundraising for Breakthrough Breast Cancer

It  was way back, last  summer, when I came up with the idea of holding a small 
ÔPink PartyÕ at  my house with a few friends in order to raise a few pounds for 
Breakthrough Breast Cancer.

Well.....it kind of escalated and before I knew it, it was fast  becoming the most 
talked about event in the village!

To get the ball rolling Alan Towle agreed to have his head shaved but only if he 
could raise over £1000 in sponsor money...He did...a lot more in fact.

Sam (known as Little Sam) also donated her sponsor money from running a half 
marathon!!!!

Studio 83, a beauty salon in East Leake had a collection on the day where people 
gave generously to some quite strange looking chaps in pink bras!

The Cuckoo Bush Pink Party was held on the 24th October and what a night!  
There was the marquee where the local band ÕStrangely AttractiveÕ played (for 
free); there was the Raffle & Auction with prizes, donated by so many generous 
people and local businesses such as a dayÕs shooting, a box at  the Forest ground, 
weekends away and even peopleÕs time from dog walking and being Ôa slave for 
a dayÕ!

On the night  everyone 
really threw themselves 
into the event  and many 
wore pink from head to 
toe...literally!

Gary & Vicky from the 
Cuckoo served Pink 
drinks and laid on food 
for all. 

The next  morning in 
spite of many sore 
heads everyone was 
there to help clear up 
and count the money!

How much?? I hear you saying, well.....the grand total of £8760.16 was raised 
from the event and a cheque was presented on Thursday 11th February to Anna 
Bedford from Breakthrough Breast Cancer, a charity very close to my heart  and 
one that I think you will all agree, a very worthy cause.

What  an achievement! I would just like to thank everyone who helped and 
contributed in whatever way they could: it  wouldnÕt have been possible without 
you.

I am now a local Representative for Breakthrough Breast  Cancer so anyone who 
wishes to fundraise please contact me for help.

Bridget Macleod

Bedding Plant and Ceramics Sale

22nd May 2010
10.00am - 3.00pm

British Legion, Gotham

Refreshments Available

In aid of the purchase of the Scout Hut



Carol Singing  

On 17 
December 
2009 the 
peaceful 
village of 
Gotham was 
woken by the sound of 1st Gotham 
Scout Groups carol singing. 
Children and young adults from 
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and 
Explorers were joined by Gotham 
Rainbows to sing Christmas carols 
and songs.

A collection of donations was made 
which raise approximately £165. 
Thank you to all villagers who 
contributed.

This yearÕs collection will be split 
equally between the Memorial Hall 
fund and the Gotham British 
Legion.        Helen Lomas

Local Builders appear on
DIY SOS

Local builder Tony Gilman would have 
been shocked when a call for local 
builders to appear on  BBCÕs DIY SOS 
was issued. The circumstances around 
the invite were  key to the invitation 
being accepted by Tony Gilman, his son 
Ashley and local plasterer Barry Mellor. 
A local 
woman was 
left with an 
unfinished 
housing 
extension 
due to a 
tragic 
family 
bereavement.   So Tony, Ashley 
and Barry set about a great act 
of kindness, not only 
completing the extension, but 
delivering a complete 
refurbishment of the house. 
Tony described the experience 
as an Ôhonour to be askedÕ, and 
as an appreciation of the act of 
kindness was presented with a 
card signed by the whole BBC 
team. The appearance of Tony, 
Ashley and Barry is due to be 
shown in the
new series, coming soon to the BBC.         
by Martin Weightman

Copy date for next Gotham 
News 20 Aug 2010
gn@colbeckphotography.com



EXTRACT FROM THE 
SOUTHWELL 
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WEST BINGHAM 
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GOTHAM CHURCH

The restoration of 
GothamÕs 12th 
century Church 
has occupied a 
period of eight 
years, and has 
cost £3,000, of 
which a sum of 
£350 has still to 
be raised. The restoration 
fund was opened during 
the incumbency of the 
Rev. R.A. Bidwell and 
continued during the 
ministry of the Rev. C.W. 
Good during which the 
chancel and roof were 
thoroughly repaired and a 
new heating apparatus 
installed.  Under the 
present rector (Rev. B. P. 
Hall) unforeseen 

difficulties arose due to 
the presence of dry rot in 
the floor and ceiling 
timber.  Serious structural 
defects were met with in 
the south aisle, 
necessitating the building 
of a new buttress outside 
and the provision of iron 
ties in the principal roof 

timbers. 
The whole 
of the 
plaster has 
been 
removed 
from the 
walls, and 

the nave walls have been 
cleaned and been re-
pointed.  The organ has 
been renovated and an 
entirely new floor 
inserted.  A new organ 
screen has been built, and 
the children of the 
Sunday School have 
provided a new font cover 
to go in the Baptistry.        

 Barry Dabell



Gotham Tennis Annual Dinner 
The Gotham Tennis Club would like to thank all thirty 
members who attended the annual dinner at the Cuckoo 
Bush. With 8-16 regular players, the attendance was 
commendable, and we would still like to welcome new 
members. Annual subscription only costs £60.

The new summer term playing times are as 
followsÉ.
 
Saturday 1pm - 4.30pm
Sunday 9am -12 noon
Tuesday 9am -12 noon
Wednesday 4.30pm - 7.30pm

           Thursday 7pm - 9.30pm
All Welcome!
Contact Kevin Thorpe on 9748 873 for information.

Cricket season on the horizon, with success on the 
agenda

With the cricket season only days away, the teams are 
aiming for success. The relevant figures are as followsÉ

 1st XI captain - Brad Moore

2nd XI captain - Trevor Burton

Sunday XI captain - James Burton

Junior Coaching - Trevor & James Burton, 
Kevin Brown and Steve Collishaw.

 *junior outdoor coaching starts 1st May at the 
Gotham Astroturf, with a 10 oÕclock start.

This page has been edited by Guest Editor 
Martin Weightman. 
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Gotham Football finishing in style.

The Gotham football age groups  have been going from 
strength to strength as the season comes to an end. The 
competitive sides have had an excellent  season to date.  The 
under 11Õs, under the watchful guidance of Nick Clarke, can 
boast about a mid table finish, a great  achievement. The 
under 15Õs under Kevin Perrell are currently in a 
commanding position to take the title in the Notts Youth 
League, and have been the strongest team in their division. 

Phil AnsteyÕs under 10Õs are also anticipating league success 
as the season closes, currently top of the Young Elizabethan 
League division. The lads also have the league cup final to 
look forward to on the 24th April against Netherfield Boys, 
and we wish them every success in that. I promise to report 
back, hopefully shouting about more silverware. 

The under 12Õs have managed to find a place in both of their 
leaguesÕ cup finals. The team, however narrowly lost the 
league cup final 1-0 to Lowdham, but  can still look forward 
to avenging the defeat when they play Dunkirk Juniors in the 
NFA cup shield final on Sunday the 24th of April. Again we 
wish them luck and hope to have more silverware.

The future looks promising also as numbers for the under 7Õs 
and under 8Õs training sessions have been highly promising. 
LetÕs hope they can follow in the footsteps of those that have 
gone before, and win more and more trophies!


